
The COVID-19 pandemic has raised
community heroes and struck
down loved ones. The crisis has
also showcased the strong
partnership between the St.
Matthews Police Department and
St. Matthews Fire & Rescue.
   Like so many in our community,
both agencies dealt with COVID
challenges early on in February
and March. Police officers
continued working without going
to City Hall for roll calls with other
officers. They worked from their
patrol cars, using their car
computers rather than going into
the police station. Firefighters
were unable to allow visitors or
vendors into the stations. Fire
command staff and administrative
personnel worked from home or
on limited work schedules.
   “Some of the most difficult
responses were to those who
needed medical help and transport
for the COVID virus,” said Fire Chief
Bill Seng. “Our firefighters and
EMTs responded knowing they
could contract the virus and that
they risked bringing it home to
their families. Of course, we took
all precautions, putting the stations

on lockdown and sterilizing our
equipment and stations daily.”
   These strains continued to take a
toll when protests began in April
following the death of Breonna

Taylor just weeks earlier. After
several long nights of officers
patrolling and firefighters
preparing for the worst, Police
Chief Barry Wilkerson and Fire
Chief Bill Seng formulated a plan.
All available off-duty police and
extra firefighters, EMTs, and
paramedics were deployed each

night and during specific days,
depending on the situation. The
fire battalion chief coordinated
with police command about
positioning, staffing, and logistics.
St. Matthews Fire & Rescue
assigned a paramedic to the St.
Matthews Police Special Response
Team to provide medical care for
police during the protests. Extra
medical crews and ambulances
were reassigned and staged off
Shelbyville Road at fire station #1.
   “St. Matthews Police
Department has always had a
great working relationship with
the Fire Department,” said SMPD
Police Chief Barry Wilkerson.
“Before the protests we have
worked together in special
response situations, where they
have a medic embedded in our
team. This benefits not only
civilians who may be injured

during these crisis situations, but
also any police officers who may be
injured on the job. Seconds can
matter.”
   Chief Seng echoed Chief
Wilkerson’s words. “It is always
great to work with the police
department and the protests
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City Hall Open
City Hall is now open to the
public after being closed for
several months due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. If you
wish to visit City Hall , you will
be required to have a temper-
ature check upon arrival. All
visitors MUST wear a mask at
all times while in the building.

Balanced Budget Passed
The City has passed a balanced
annual budget of $14,294,891
in the General Fund, and
$1,044,000 in Municipal Aid
Program funds as required by
law. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the City Council will

review the budget later in the
year when more revenue has
been collected. At that time,
the council will amend the
budget as needed.

KEEP UPDATED
All residents are encouraged
to visit the Current Events
and Notices page on the
City’s website for changes
regarding community events
and for updated City news
between newsletters.

Vehicle Sticker Available
The City distributed a new St.
Matthews vehicle sticker with
tax bills in 2019. Additional

stickers are available free at
City Hall. Show your support
and pride for our City by
displaying the sticker on your
vehicle.

A Message From…
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Louisville Gas & Electric
502-589-1444

Fast path options are: 1-1-1
(gas) and 1-1-2 (electric).

Emergency
Contact

Numbers

Louisville Water Company
502-583-6610

 To report emergencies like
water main breaks

or broken fire hydrants.

Hometown
History

1965

This feature spotlights a
moment in time when our
city looked a lot different.
Where do you think this
picture was taken? See
page 11 to solve this
issue’s Hometown
History mystery.



Recycling is collected every other
week on the same day as trash on
weeks highlighted in red. Holidays
are marked in blue and will delay

recycling and trash one day.

Electronics Disposal
   Acceptable electronic items for
the Louisville Metro CyberCycle
program include television sets,
microwaves, computers, scanners,
printers, monitors, tape and disk
drives, electronic game systems,
VCRs, CD players, digital cameras,
copiers, cell phones, CDs, and
floppy disks.
   For more information, times and
locations, please go to
the following site:
http://louisvilleky.gov/
government/public-
works/electronics-
recycling.

Paint Disposal
Recycle oil based and lead paints
through a HAZ BIN disposal pro-
gram run by the Metro Solid
Waste Management Department.
HAZ BIN is available to all resi-
dents of the Louisville/ Jefferson
County Metro area. It provides a
safe and convenient way to dis-
pose of unwanted household
hazardous materials that are not
accepted by household garbage
collection or recycling centers.
   Latex paint can be disposed of at
the time of your normal scheduled
trash collection. Paint in the can
should be dry. Remove the lid and
let paint dry in a safe area out of
the reach of children and pets. To
absorb excess paint, stir in cat
litter, sand, paper shredding, or

saw dust. For a full list of products
accepted, locations, and collection
hours, go to the following site:
https://louisvilleky.gov/govern
ment/public-works/latex-paint-
recycling.

PLEASE NOTE

Mattresses, box springs, and
upholstered furniture MUST BE
wrapped in plastic for disposal.
Mattresses, box springs, and
upholstered furniture will not be
collected with your regular pickup.
You MUST call Rumpke to sche-
dule a pickup.
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Easy Being Green
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National Night Out
Rescheduled
The planned August National
Night Out event has been
canceled and rescheduled for
October 6, 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Please
check the City website for
updated information closer to
the rescheduled date.

Grant Funds Used
The funds from the Kentucky
Office of Highway Safety Grant
will be used through the end
of September to focus on
speed-ing and impaired
drivers.

Prescription Drug
Box Reopens
Prescription drug disposal box
has reopened in the St. Matt-
hews Police Department
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–
4:00 p.m.  Residents wishing to
make a deposit in the drug
disposal box must follow these
simple steps:
▪ Bring prescription drugs in
their original containers.
▪ Place the drugs in a plastic
bag provided by SMPD.

▪ Drugs should not include
over-the-counter medications.
▪ Deposit should not include
liquid medicines, inhalers,
creams, lotions, patches, or
needles. Please contact your
physician’s office or pharmacy
for the proper disposal of
these items.

Share the Road
with Bicyclists
On most roads, bicyclists have
the same rights and
responsibilities as vehicles, but
bikes can be hard to see.
Children riding bikes create
special problems for drivers
because usually they are not
able to properly determine
traffic conditions. The most
common cause of collision is a
driver turning left in front of a
bicyclist.
▪ When passing a bicyclist,
proceed in the same direction
slowly, and leave 3 feet
between your car and the
cyclist.
▪ When turning left and a
bicyclist is approaching in the
opposite direction, wait for the
rider to pass.
▪ If you're turning right and a
bicyclists is approaching from
behind on the right, let the
rider go through the

intersection first, and always
use your turn signals.
▪ Watch for bike riders turning
in front of you without looking
or signaling; children especially
have a tendency to do this.
▪ Be extra vigilant in school
zones and residential
neighborhoods.
▪ Watch for bikes coming from
driveways or behind parked
cars.
▪ Check side mirrors before
opening your door.
By exercising a little extra care
and caution, drivers and
pedestrians can co-exist safely
in school zones.

Bicycle Helmet Safety
All bike riders should wear
bicycle helmets. Each year in
the U.S., about 800 bicyclists
are killed and another 500,000
end up in hospital emergency
rooms. Two out of three
deaths involve the head and
face.
   As important as wearing a
helmet is making sure it fits
properly. Make sure when the
chin strap is buckled that you
cannot move the helmet from
side to side or up and down. It
should sit level on the head
and rest low on the forehead.
The bottom edge should be 1
to 2 finger widths above the
eyebrow. The straps of the
helmet should form a “Y” that
comes together at the bottom
of the earlobe. When opening
your mouth, you should be
able to feel the helmet pull
down on your head.
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Police Beat


